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PAPAL FRAUD. 

(> The following fraud will show our readers 
what wickedness has been practised by the 
friars of the Roman Church, It will enable 
them also to discern the moral influence of 
the doctrines of endless misery and purgato- 
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ry. é 

Among all the monastic orders, none enjoy- 
ed a higher degree of power and authority than 
the dominican friars, whose credit was great, 


and their influence universal. This will not 
appear at all surprising when we consider that 


they filled very eminent stations in the church, 
presided every where over the terrible tribunal 
of the inquisition, and had the care of souls, 
with the function of confessors, in ull courts of 
Europe ; a circumstance this, which, in these 
times of ignorance and superstition, manifestly 
tended to put the most of the European princes 
in their power. But, notwithstanding all this 
ereditand authority, the dominicans their 
enemies ; and about this time their influence 
began to decline. Nay, several marks of per- 
fidy, that appeared in the measures they em- 
ployed to extend their authority, ex them 
justly to the public indignation. Nothing 
could be more infamous than the frauds they 
practised to accomplish their purposes, as may 
be seen among other examples, by the tragedy 
they acted at Berne, in the year 1509. 
This most impious fraud is recorded at le 
by Ruchat, at the end of the 6th volume of hi 
Histoire de la Reformation en Suisse ; and al- 
so by Hottinger, in his Histor, Eccles, Helvet. 
tom. i. p. 334. Thereis also a compendious, 
but distinct narration of this infernal stratagem 
in Bishop Burnet’s Travels through France, 
ftaly, Germany, and Switzerland, p. 31. The 
stratagem in question was the consequence of 
a rivalship between the franciseans and domini- 
cans, and more especially of their controversy 
concerning the immaculate conception of the 
Virgin Mary. The former maintained that she 
was born without the blemish of original sin ; 
the latter asserted the contrary. e doctrine 
\ 
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of the franciscans, in an age of darkness and 
superstition, could not but be popular; and 
hence the dominicans lost ground from day to 
day. -To support the credit of their order, they 
resolved, ata chapter held at Vimpsen, in the 
years 1504, to have recourse to fictious vision8’ 
and dreams, in which the people at that time 
had an easy faith; and they determined to 
make Berne the scene of their operations. A 
person named Jetzer, who was extremely sim- 
ple; and much inclined to austerities, and who 

ad taken their habit, as a laybrother, was cho- 
sen as the instrument of the delusions, they 
were corfiriving. Oneofthe four dominicans, 
who had undertaken the management of this 
plot, about midnight geek 9 to him in a 
horrid figure surrounded with howling dogs, 
and seeming to blow fire from his nostrils, by 
the means of a box of combustibles which he 
held near his mouth. In this frightful form he 
approached Jetzer’s bed, told him that he was 
the ghost of a dominican, who had been killed 
at Paris, as a judgment of heaven for laying a- 
side his monastic habit; that he was condemn- 
ed to purgatory for this crime ; adding, at the 
same time, that by his means, he might be’ res- 
cued from his misery, which was beyond  ex- 
pression. This story, accompanied with hor- 
rible cries and howlings, frighted poor Jetzer 
out of the little wits he had, and engaged him 
to promise to do ail that was in his powerto de- 
liver the dominican from his torment. Upon 
this, the impostor teld ‘him, that nothing but 
the most extraordinary mortifications, such as 
the discipline of the whip, performed during 
eight days by the whole monastery, and Jetzer’s 
lying prostrate in the form of one crucified, in 
the chapel during mass, could contribute to his 
deliverance. He added, that the performance 
of these mortifications would draw down upon 
Jetzer the peculiar protection of the Blessed 
Virgin ; and concluded by saying, that he would 
appear to him again, accompanied with two 
other spirits. Morning was no sooner come, 
than Jetzer gave an account of this apparition 
to the rest of the convent, who all unanimous. 
ly advised himto undergo the discipline that 
was enjoined upon him-; and every one con 
sented to bear his share of the task imposed.— 
The deluded simpleton obeyed, and was ad- 
mired 4s a saint by the multitudes that crowded 
about the convent, while the four friars that 
managed the imposture, magnified, in the most 
pompous manner, the miracle of this apparition, 
10 their sermons and in their dicourse, e 
wtton af the apparition was renewed with the 
addition of two impostors, dressed like devils, 
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and Jetzer’s faith was augmented by hearing | 
from the spectre all the secrets of his life and 
thoughts, which the impostors had learned from 
his confessor. In this:and some subsequent 
scenes, the detail of whose enormities, for the 
sake of brevity, weshall here omit, the impos- 
tor talked much to Jetzer of the dominicans 
order, which he said was poseliasiy dear tothe 
Blessed Virgin ; he added, that the Virgin | 
knew herself to be conceived in original sin ; 
that the doctors who taught the contrary were 
in purgatory ; that the Blessed Virgin abhorred 
the franciscans for making her equal with her 
son ; and that the town of Berne would be des- 
troyed for harboring such plagues within her 
walls. In one of these apparitions, Jetzer im- 
agined that the voice of the spectre resembled 
that of the prior of the convent, and he was not 
mistaken ; but not-suspecting a fraud, he gave 
little attention to this. The prior appeared in 
various forms, sometimes in that of St. Barba- 
ra, at others in that of St. Bernard ; at length 
he assumed that of the Virgin Mary, and for 
that purpose, clothed himselfin the habits that 
were employed to adorn the statue of the Vir- 
gin in the great festivals ; the little images, that 
on these days are set on thealtars, were made 
use of for angels, which being tied toa cord that 
passed through a pulley over Jetzer’s head, rose 
up and down, and danced about the pretended 
Virgin to increase the delusion. The Virgin, 
thus equipped, addressed a long discourse to 
Jetzer, in which, among other things, she told 
him that she was conceived in original sin, 
though she had remained but a short time un- 
der that blemish. She gave him, as a miracu- 
Jous proof of her presence, a host, or consecra- 
ted wafer, which turned from white to red in a 
moment ; and after various visits, in which the 
greatest enormities were transacted, the virgin 
prior told Jetzer, that she would give him the 
most affecting and undoubted marks ofher son’s 
love, by imprinting on him the five wounds that 
pierced Jesus on the cross, as she had done be- 
fore to St. Lucia and St. Catharine. Accor- 
dingly, she took his haad by force, and struck 
a large nail through it, which threw the poor 
dupe into the greatest torment. The next 
night this masculine virgin brought, as she pre- 
tended, some of the linen.in which Christ had 
been buried, to soften the wound, and gave 
Jetzer a soporific draught, which had in it the 
blood of an unbaptised child, some grains of in- 
cense and of consecrated salt, some quicksilver 
the liairs of the eyebrows ofa child, all which, 
with some stupifying and poisonous ingredients 
were mingled together by the prior with magic 
ceremonies, and a solemn dedication of himself 
to the devil in hope of his succor. This 
draught threw the poor wretch into a sort of 
lethargy, during which the monks imprinted on 
his body the other four wounds of Christ in‘ 
such a manner that he felt no pain. When he 
awakened, he found, to his unspeakable joy, 
these im ions On his body, and came at last 





to fancy himself a representative of Christin the 


various parts of his passions. He was, in this 
state, exposed to the admiring multitude on the 
principal altar of the convent, to the great mor. 
tification of the franciscans. The dominicans 
gave him some other draughts, that threw him 
into convulsions, which were followed by a 
voice conveyed through a pipe in the mouths 
of two images, one of Mary and another of the 
child Jesus; the former of which had tears 
painted upon its cheeks ina lively manner.— 
The little Jesus asked his mother, by means of 
this voice, which was that of the prior, why she 
wept; and she answered, that her tears were 
owing to the impious manner in which the 
franciscans attributed to her the honor that was 
due to him, in saying that she was conceived 
and born without sin. 
The apparitions, false prodigies, and abom- 
inable stratagems, of these dominicans, were re- 
ted every night; and the matter was at 
ength so grossly overacted, that, simple as 
Jetzer was, he at last discovered it, and had al 
most killed the prior, who appeared to him one 
night in the form of the Virgin with a crown on 
her head. The dominicans, fearing by this dis- 
covery to lose the fruits of their imposture, 
thought the best method would be to own the 
whole matter to Jetzer, and to engage him, by 
the most seducing promises of opulence and 
glory, to carry on the cheat. Jetzer was per- 
suaded, or at least appeared to be so. But the 
dominicans, suspecting that he was not entirely 
gained over, resolved to poison him ; but his 
constitution was so vigorous, that, though they 
- him poison five several times, he was not 
estroyed by it. One day they senthim a loaf 
prepared with some spices, which,. growing : 
green in a day or two, he threw a piece of it to 
a wolf’s whelps that were in the monastery, 
and it killed them immediately. At another 
time they poisoned the host, or consecrated 
wafer, but as he vomited it up soon after he 
swallowed it, he escaped once more. Inshort, 
there were no means of securing him, which the 
most detestible impiety and barbarity could in- 
vent, that they did not put in practice, till, find- 
ing at last an opportunity of getting out of the 
convent, he threw himself into the hands of the 
magistrates, to whom he made a full discovery 
of this infernal plot. The affair being brought 
to Rome, commissaries were sent from thence 
to examine the matter; and the whole cheat ' 
being fully proved, the four friars were solemn- 
ly Sereaded from their priesthood, and were 
burnt alive, on the last day of May, 1509. Jet- 
zer died sometime after at Constance, having 
Cig himself, as was believed by some.— 
ad his life been taken away before he had 
found an opportunity of making the discovery 
already mentioned, this execrable and horrid 
plot, which,in many ofits circumstances was 
conducted with art, would have been handed 
down to posterity asa stupendous miracle, This 
is a very brief account of the matter ; such as 
are desirous of a more circumstantial relation 
of this famous imposture, may consult the at 
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thors mentioned in the beginning of this note. 
Mosheim’s Eccle. Hist, vol. 4. pp. 18—22. 


AN ADDRESS 
To the Divines composing the last General 
Assembly which met in May last in the City of 
Philadelphia. 
ReverEND GENTLEMEN, 

FROM the spirit that is breathed, and 
from the style adopted in all your synodical re- 
ports, it is tooevident to the discerning part of 
the community amongst which you live, that 
you aim at high things, though lower than the 
skies. You evidently aspire to dominion and 
rule over the other sectaries in our land ; you 
aim at forming public opinion, and then of 
wielding its moral force to your own personal 
aggrandizement. For this purpose you found 
colleges and attempt the contraj of all within 
the sphere of your denomination, _ You can- 
not think that your fellow citizens are so stupid 
as not to see through the thin veil which you 
throw around your schemes, You very well 
know that learning or knowledge give power, 
and that this power can be managed to the in- 
terest of those who possess it. You as well 
know that all the young men of fortune rise to 
distinction by means of an academical educa- 
tion and that before this education can be ac- 
complished your plastic hands, and persuasive 
tongues must be employed while you control 
all the fountains of education, It is quite ob- 
vious from what you say and from what you 
do, that you calculate much from a right man- 
agement of these institutions in gaining the as- 
cendant. You have good lessons and good 
examples before you to prompt you to this 
course. You still remember what Roman 
priests achieved from, a monoply of learning, 
and that when the clergy of Europe engrossed 
all its learning they engrossed all authority o- 
ver the minds, and consciences and estates of 
men. You remember that the time once was 
that a priest must write the last will and testa- 
ment of all the true sons of the hierarchy, and 
that often ali the devotees had, and always a 
part must be bequeathed to the church or cler- 
gy or to some pious fraud. You are not igno- 
rant of the relation that exists between causes 
and effects, But, gentlemen, deep and pro- 
found as your policy is, there is one circum- 
stance that will blast all your schemes; which 
will prostrate all vour efforts, and re-act upon 
vour @wn persons with tremendous. influence. 

‘oo much light has been diffused. You are 
ot to blame for this. For it. was not from you 
or owing to your efforts that this light has 
read, 
Your policy and plans are too tedious in 
cir y sage to effect any thing in your fa- 
r. Dont you see that your theological 
\ools and colleges have never realized your 
iguine calculations, And yet you are pro- 
ung a new one in the West. Dont you see 
t seven years is too long a period to doom a 








us youth to Pagan and Christian theology, 





to qualify him to tell that “ God se loved the 
world as to send his begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in him might be saved.” | 
Dont you see a thousand Methodists preachers 

and a thousand Baptists and thousands of oth- 
ers let go of the handle of the plough, or drop 

the shuttle and become eloquent in a day.— 

Yes, many of them become eloquent! Dont 
you see the proof of it in the thousands which 

attend their ministrations, and in the hundreds 

they draw off and convert from the lips of your 
learned and pious orators, Dont you see that 
the other sectaries that have been driven into 
your policy of getting up colleges have from 
that day declined. Dont you see that maay 
sectaries have gained and are gaining upon you 
every, year in a geometrical ratio. There is 
too much money, and time, and labor, and 
dulness in your scheme. Other sectscan send 
out seven and sometimes seventy while you are 
making one ready. Their ministers too, al- 
ways improve while yours get worse ; for your 

system cramps while theirs expands the human 

powers. They make fen proselytesto your 
one. Natural generation is all you can calcu- 
late on, if you calculate as philosophers ought. 

They have this in their favor too, but besides 
they have other means that weaken you more 
than your learning assists you. Their preach- 

ers too dont require so much to support them, 
They are hardy fellows and can turn their hand 
to any thing, One of your ambassadors re- 
quires ten times as much to keep him after he 
has got on the way as one of these pioneers.— 
Your policy is altogether out in this respect.— 
And all the world knows that you have no o- 
ther design in your plan of, making ministers 
than that of extending your sect. and securing 
temporalities; for you knew there is not one 
text from Genesis to the Apocal that you 
can advance in support of your aah of mak- 
ing divines. 

Pious and devout, no doubt, are your inten- 
tions ; but, gentlemen, ’tis all adream, Your 
influence is every day declining ; and while o- 
ther societies are every day making inroads up- 
on your ranks, ievaliog your dominion, the 
cradles of your members are the chief if not 
the exclusive means of raising recruits. It is, 
believe the voice of reason, a vain and foolish 
notion which you entertain of ing your- 
selyes the only church militant. .The geniys 
of your ecclesiastical establishment accords on- 
ly with that evil government which laughed you 
into a high sense of your own importance. In 
a country, and under a government suchas this, 
and in age of free enquiry like the present,your 
views and designs, expressed and divulged in 
your synodical reports, are as chimerica] as the 
ghosts of the crusaders. As a pelitician, I now 
address you as ecclesiastical politicians, and as 
one who feels no interest in the comparative 
strength of religious parties except as they ef- 
fect our happy political institutions. You may 
be assured from the history of the word, from 
the nature of causes and »from the laws 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE: 





that govern human opinion, from all the proba- 
bilities that from the basis of human presci- 
ence, that your meridian altitude is gained,that 
you have passed the zenith of your glory, and 
fast progressing to that point in the Western 
horizon where all the luminaries, and mctrors 
too, forsake the cye of interesting contempla- 
tion, or of giddy admiration. I speak of your 
sectarian character, influence, and standing.— 
Your new theological seminary to be founded 
in the West, with general Jackson at its head 
and all the other honorables at its tail, will 
not retard your declination, That the godly 
and intelligent members of your community 
will unite with them that love the gospel, is on- 
ly saying thet what has been done already will 
be done again ; and you knew that “many of 
this character have already descrted’ and are 
still deserting your ranks. Jast as this part of 
your commuuity have access to hear and op- 
portunities to understand the heavenly way, in 
thesame proportion will your influence over 
their minds decline. A goodly company of 
your own fraternity on both sides of the ocean, 
gentlemen, have obeyed the gospekand given 
* you the reasons for abandoning your denomin- 
ation. Many disciples have associated with 
them. The carnal crowd and the stupid devo- 
tees who would have been pious Mussélmen in 
Algiers, good Catholics in Rome, high Church- 
men in London, or Lutherans in Germany, 
will still hear and admire you. But let those 
who have an ear to hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches, I say, let them but get ac- 
quainted with the ancient order of things, with 
the laws of the great King, and they will flee 
your coast: they will desert your standards and 
seek for the society of them who obey the Cap- 
tain of Salvation. And they will hear. You 
cannot long prevent them. The voice of God 
will break their death-like slumber, and when 
they awake they will see it a vain attempt to 
seek the living among the dead. 

Itis to no purpose, gentlemen, that you boast 
of sprinkling 12 or 15,000 infants im one year. 
The half of this number will never sit down at 
your sacramental table, Many of them are af- 
térwards baptized when they think for them- 
selves ; aud most of the remainder either apos- 
tatize your profession, or in some way renounce 
the baptismal vows. The few adults you sprin- 
kle anoually is aninjury to you. There is not 
an intelligent individual among them. They 
are mere dupes. They may .be zealous; but 
their zeal will injure your cause. Their ex- 
ample is a dangerous one, it will awaken en- 
Ya and enquiry is death to your influence. 

‘be less you say to them and to others on the 


Indeed they ought to be 
sprinkled in the twilight or in the dark night. 
You may remember, and if not, ask the aged 
and they will tell you, that half a century ago, 
where you had one rival in public opinion you’ 


occasion the better. 


have now ten, Once you had the largest, as 
well as the earliest establishment in this coun- 
try. Once you governed the governors of the 





people. But a revolution has begun and is 
fast progressing ; and as Bonaparte said, “ Re- 
volutions in public opinion never go back.”— 
Your sectarian neighbors have risen from units 
to tens, from tens to hundreds, from hundreds 
to thousands. While in the ratio of population 
you have gone from right to left. 

These remarks are elicited by that ambitious 
and aspiring spirit which appears in all your 
measures and reports, and which has prevented 
you last year as well as in the present report 
from publishing to the world the opposition 
made to your constitution by some of your own 
brethren, within the walls of your solemn con- 
clave. 

There is but one course whicli can redeem 
you from the grave. A timely repentance, and 
@ restoration of the ancient order of things can 
yet secure to y@ and your people a name and 
a place amongst the disciples of the Lord.— 
Destroy your constitution and you may become 
healthy. Come ovt from the unclean and the 
Lord will receive you. The heart of benevo- 
lence could not dictate a different address.— 
Obey the truth, and you shall have a name and 
a honor that will not be forgotten, otherwise 
you shall perish from the earth. 

Accept, gentlemen, these friendly hints from 
one of your best friends, who cannot, because 
he dare not, flatter. He believes what Solo- 
mon saith—“ He that saith unto the wicked, 
thou art righteous ; him shall the people curse, 
nations shall‘abhor him. But to them that re- 
buke him shall he delight, and a good blessing 
shall come upon them.”—Christian Baptist. 

NICODEMUS. 


A SHORT SERMON ON A POPULAR 
TEXT. 

My text will be found in the Columbian Star, 
vol. 3, page 11, column 5th, section 5th, at the 
sign of three stars. 

“ Divine Service will be performed in the 
“ Hall of the House of Representatives, to- 
morrow morning, at 11 o'clock, by the Rew. 
“ Dr. Staughton, Chaplain of the Senate — 
“ There will be no Service in the morning at 
“ the First Presbyterian [Mr. Post’s] Church.” 

My respected auditors—You will remember 
that the Stars were placed in heavens “ for 
signs, and for seasons; for days and for years.” 
So the ancient Moses saith in the book of the 
genealogy of the heavens and of the earth.— 
From that time till now stars have been for 
signs. Their falling from heaven, and their 
constellations have frequently, by the wise and 
superstitious, been considered ominous.—They 
attract the attention of the devout philosopher, 
aud as Young saith, 

An undevout Astronomer is mad.” 
The appearance of three stars in one Star, is to 
me aphenomenon, and well calculated to as- 
tound my contemplative faculties. While I 
was conjecturing whet could be the meaning 
of these new and strange signs, my attention 
was arrested to the words suspended to these 
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ext. 
expounding my text mystically, I shall at- 
merely to the mystic symbols in which it 
itrayed, 
e three stars I conjecture denote a Doctor| 
vinity, a President of a College, anda 
ain to Congress—and three stars appear- 
one Star, symbolized or exhibited these 
lights meeting in one person. What an 
rdinary light ! how brilliant! how sub- 
A beautiful emblem of the happy union 
0 ence, religion, and politics. These go 
h o hand together. hen it is well with 
0 is well with all. They are the best al- 
lie promoting wise legislation ; and.ifja 


ee ae 


gr nderstanding subsists among them, 
wi! loubtless ameliorate the condition of the 
fri and admirers of each, and mote 
ci if the admirers of them all combined — 
Bi 1ust hasten to the literal meaning of my 
tex!_In expounding which, I shall observe the 
following method ;— 
Explain what is implied in the words 
Di Service. ' 
Shew how it is performe 1. 
3d. Deseribe the persons by whom it ought 
to be performed. 


And in the 4th place shew that when it is 
performed mm congress, it connot he performed 
in the church. 

In illustrating head first, I shall shew 1st, 
what is the impprt of the phrase Divine service 
inthe New Testament; and im the second 
place shew what it means in the District of Co- 
jumbia. 

The words “ Divine service” occurs but once 
in all the New Testament, viz, Heb. ix. 1.— 
Then verily the first covenant had also ordi- 
nances of “ Divine service and a worldly: sanc- 
tuary.” Now my hearers observe that Paul 
describes these ordinances of Divine service to 
be the institutions of the Jewish priesthoed,— 
Thé implements of this service were the furni- 
ture of the tabernacle, into which the priests 
eittered and officiated. ‘The Divine service. of 
the priests consisted in the burning of incense 
at the morning and evening sacrifice, in dress- 
ing the lamps, and in removing the old, and in 
placing the new shewbread. In the last place 
the priests brought into the tabernacle the blood 
of the sin-offerings and sprinkled it before the 
vail. Such, and such only, was the Divine ‘ser- 
vice of which the apostle speaks, and this ser- 
vice required “ @ worldly sanctuary.” Now 
as this is the only place in which these words 
are found, and their explanation from the ist to 
the end of the 6th verse, it is from this passage 
alone that we can learn the scriptural ideas at- 
tached to the words Divine service, Takin 
this then for our key of interpretation, (an 
what better or more authoritive could we de- 
sire?) we are necessarily led to suppose that 
the ball of House of Representatives 

ere is “a worldly sanctuary,” or, accordi 
fo Macknight, “ a woeldly ely place.” hal 


_ and found them to be the above words of | i 


— this hall is a dly elegant place, if 
not a holy place, Thee Ys in it a vail, too, 
before which the yt performs a part of this 
Divine service. In performing the Divine ser- 
vice none were yed except the priests.— 
The people were mere spectators of a part of 
it, and were desiring to look into the meaning 
thereof. Upon the whole, it seems then, that 
Jerusalem is removed to Washington city, and 
the tibe of Levi to the District of Columbia.— 
The house of Aaron is built on College Hill. 

“ And to that place the tribes go up, 

“ The tribes of God go thither.” 
“For there’are set. thrones of judgment, the 
thrones of thie house of David.” There is the 
temple, and there the victims and the offerings 
of She true worshippers. So much for item 
ist, under head first. roceed to i- 


We now 


espe-''tem second, and shall briefly describe the Di- 


vine service of the District of Columbia. _ Ist. 
The priests there are all Gentiles, and their 
temple the court’ of the Gentile ‘state, The 
morning Divine: service—has neither censer 
nor incense—save the breath and fungs of one 
Gentile Levite, whose breath is as swect as in- 
cense, and whose lips are more precious than a 
golden censer. The lamps he trims are the 
lamps of legislaticn, -which are furnished with 
the oil of rhetoric, which burns for a. whole 
week. The shéwhread is not made of the flour 
of wheat, but of the ers of pulpit eloquence, 
and the blood which sisinies jis the blood 
of the sin-offerings drawn from the sacrifices of 
polite devotion, and graceful attention, paid, or 
presented, by a patient audience of digni 
statesmen. 

A text is placed and bound to the’ altar with 
the chords of syntax, aud the sacrifical knife of 
logic is applied to its carcase. It is not only 
killed, but dissected; and the hearts of the 
hearers are filled with devotion at every appli- 
cation of the implements of the worldly sanetu- 
ary. 

HEAD II. Sore 

We are now to proceed to illustrate how this 
Divine service is performed. The priest per- 
forms it all himself. He serves God, and they 
look on and see that he does it right.. While 
he speaks to them the doctrine of his text he is 
serving God ;_and they worship simply by the 
act of hearing him. Ifthey attend to him it is - 
the essence of devotion ; and if he pleases 
them in quantity and quality they are greatful 
to heaven for his short and eloquent discourse. 
He prays, they listen; he preaches, they - ad- 
mire; he concludes, and they rejoice ; and so 
the Divine service is performed. 


HEAD Ill. : 
In describing the person by whom this ser- 
vice is to be performed, we have only to state 
that he must 
1st. Be elected and chosen by the represen- 
tatives of the nation, or a majority of them ; 
and thus voz populi becomes vor Dei. 





2d, Me must be one who is entitled to he 
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paid, and willing to receive pay for his Divine 
service out of the public treasury. 

3d. He must be one who is possessed of that 
peculiar class of gifts which enter into the idea 
of a chaplain, are not extraordinary, 
nor are they very ordinary gifts. There is 
nothing said about, their qualifications in the 
New Testament, for it knows nothing of them, 
and their qualifications are such as congress 
pleases to require. 

HEAD Iv. 

For I see your patience is far gone. The 
last clause of our text plainly shews, that while 
Divine service is performing in the wordly 
sanctuary, it cannot be performed in the Chris- 
tian brick church. The brick church cannot 
perform Divine service while the Levite is in 
the court ofthe Gentiles ; for one plaimreason, 
which is as good as a thousand, the priest is not 
omnipresent, and because where there is no 
priest there is no Divine service. 

My dear hearers, suffer a word of exhorta- 
tion. You see-I have not exhausted my sub- 
ject. Ihave not had to spin out one topic for 
the want of matter; but have just given you 
the quintessence of the sound doctrine of my 
text, leaving it to your own good judgment to 
draw out all its meaning and to make a right 
application of it. I haveto beseech you to be 
thankful, that while the Author of the Christian 
religion gave some apostles, prophets, and chap- 
lains to men, he laid so much upon them, and 
so little upon you. He has required a great 
deal from them. pe must perform all the 
Divine service—and all he has enjoined upon 
you is, either to go in your own person or send 
some of your family, to see that he does it all 
right—and make an annual oblation to him,— 
You are placed in the most happy circumstan- 
ees, and your whole duty is comprehended in 
one word—reverence the Divine ambassadors. 
—Christian Baptist. 
= 
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“THE THING As IT 18.”—Job. 








A CONCLUSION. 


“ If lam wrong, O teach my heart 
To find that better way.”—Pore. 


So various are the conflicting passions of the hu- 
man heart, that it would be a strange thing indeed, 
to find an individual among the descendants of Adam, 
who had ever lived a day without being in a greater 
or lese degree subjected to the pains and penalties of 
transgression. The passions, the prepossessions, and 
the prejudices of mankind, are not confined to an in- 
dividual por to any particular class of men; but are 
found in all the varieties of condition, and exert their 
powers over the faculties of every one capable of sen- 
sation and reflectiou. Nothing can more effectual- 
ly demonstrate the utility of a revelation toman, than 
proper reflectioxs upon our constant liability to err. 





Something is necessary to curb the untutored pas. 
Sjons of the soul ofman; and nothing could be better 
calculated to subserve the interests of humanity, than 
a declaration of the will and love of our provident 
Creator. Such a revelation is put into our 
hands. A book, containing the words of eternal life, 
the evidences of impartial benevolence, and the stron. 
gest assurances of unpurchased love, is given to us 
for the best of purposes ; and to infer from its decla- 
rations that its possessor is licenced to indulge.a spir- 
it of acrimony, or a disposition in the least hostile to 
the present or eternal peace of mankind, is virtually 
to call in question its excellence and the motive of 
Deity in bestowing it. Love to God and love to 
man constitutes the fulfilment of the law and the 
prophets, and whoever neglects or refuses to comply 
with the command so to do, may be considered asa 
transgressor of the whole Jaw of God: For he that 
hateth his brother, his neighbor, or his enemy, may 
be.called a murderer, without hope, without God, 
and destitute of eternal. 

The above reflections have been suggested by the 
peculiar condition in which we are placed, and the 
kind of warfare in which we have been engaged, and 
which has been waged against us and our labors. As 
it regards the responsible station in which we are 
placed, we are, in one sense of the word, alone; for 
taking Buffalo as the centre, there is an extent of 
country op every side of nearly two bundred miles, 
in all of which, there is sot a regular publication in 
defence of God’s impartial goodness beside the Gus- 
pel Advocate. So that we are situated in the midst 
of a moral wilderness and are beset on every hand by 
our opponents, who improve every opportunity to 
oppress, and every mean to render nvgatory our la- 
bors. ‘This state of things has called into action our 
feeble powers both of body and mind, which at the 
same time ourlabor has increased at every step.— 
We have never taken a seat in the chair of infallibili - 
ty, and it would be strange indeed if we had not often 
gone beyond the bounds of prudence and propriety. 

But we are yet ata loss to determine on which 
side we have departed from our duty. When we 
contemplate the unhallowed course pursued by a 
proud, eensorious, and ungodly priesthood—when 
we consider, their pretensions, their practices, and 
their craftiness—or when we view the deplorable 
condition of a priest-ridden community ; we are al. 
most inclined to sensure ourselyes for pursuing so 
milda course as we haye heretofore done. But 
when, on the other hand, we listen to the groans of 
poor orthodoxy, our very heart bleeds! What shall 
be done! Shall we stay our hand, and abstain from 
doing our duty ? Shall we be alarmed at the cries of 
the wounded, or shrink from the painful task before 
us as faithful stewards and servants? No! We shall 
fight the good fight—we shall contend earnestly for 
the faith once delivered to the saints, regardless of 
the frowns or smilesof our fellow men! We labor 
for no other reward than the approval of a good con- 
science—we fight not as those who beat the air !— 
We havesomething to do—and we shall dot ! 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITARIANS ARE UNIVERSALISTS. 
The following article will shew the truth 
of what is sometimes stated*in the Magazine, 
viz. that the Unitarians of our country be- 
lieve in the doctrine of Universal salvation. 
The article is probably from the pen of Rev. 
F. W. P. Greenwood, now settled at the 
Stone Chapel in this city. 


“We next come to the doctrine of the final 
extermination of the wicked ; which teaches, that 
after the wicked have been made to undergo 
in the future life a dreadful and pretracted de- 
gree of suffering, they shall at lastbe forever 
annihilated. The doctrine appears to me to 
be nearly as irrational, if not quite, asthat which 
has just been examined. (endless misery) It is 
not so revolting to the feelings, because it does 
finally put an end to the tortures of the con- 
demned ; but that is the only ie which 
it possesses over the other. It les equal- 
ly with it against the perfect attributes of the 
Creator. It supposes that he has created beings 
to whom existence has been a curse; that he 
has ordained, or permitted, I care not which 
word you use, that there should be millions of 
creatures, who after having passed a life on 
earth of varied pleasure and pain, of fancied 
goed and real bitterness, and after haying suf- 
fered along and dreary retribution after death 
of unimagined torture, should then be swept a- 
way from the vast creation, and be as they had 
never been. And why punish them at all?— 
Why not annihilate them, if they are to be an- 

~nihilated immediately on the visible death ?— 
Their future torments are to be of no service to 
themselves, for when they have been tortured 
for an indefinite — of time, without the 
least purpose of producing any change in them 
they are to be blotted out eternally. Neither 
can their punishment be of any advantage to 
those who are ‘saved and happy. These last 
need no such examples, surely, to terrify them 
from going astray; and Heaven forbid that 
we should entertain that most inhuman opinion, 
which has nevertheless been supported by ma- 
ny a narrow sectarian, that the eostiin of the 
blessed will be increased by a view of the mis- 
eries of the damned! Heaven forbid we 
should disgrace ourselves by admitting ught 
so purely diabolical ! We see then that the same 
considerations and arguments apply against this 
doctrine, which were urged against that of eter- 
nal misery. We know that many adopt it, 
whose good feelings will not permit them to 
receive the other system ; but we cannot help 
thinking that the ene bears the same harsh and 
gloomy features as the other, though with some 
modification ; and’ that they both should 
be renounced and avoided by those who would 
entertain clear, satisfactory, and ennobling 
views of the government of God.” 


Univ. Mag. 





Persis Hall, a you 
mind and of a 
years of age, of 
self recently by taking opium. 
in a state of mental derangement for 4 or 5 
months previous to the fatal night, occasioned 
by a belief that she had committed the unpar- 
donable sin. This religious phrenzy produced 
a state of deep dejection and despair; which 
all the exertions of her friends could not re- 
move, and which resulted as mentioned above. 

Occurrences of this kind are frequent in pla- 
ces where Calvinism is preached in all its skel- 
eton nakedness, in all the terribleness of its un- 
relenting decrees. Butfar as we remember, 
no has committed suicide from a belief 
that his sins .would ‘not be forgiven ; nor did 
‘any hearer of Christ or his apostles hang him- 
self, or take opium to end his life, because he 
thought his crimes unpardonable. Nor does it 
appear that any one, by a faithful study of the 
scriptures, without the assistance of a teacher 
who believed in eternal damnation, has arrived 
at the conclusiog that the mercy of God is clean 
gone forever, and that for him remains nothing 
but the blackness of darkness through eternity. 
Had this young lady been taught that the 
Lord will not cast off forever ; but though he 
cause grief, yet will he have compassion ac- 
cording to the multitude of his mercies ; that 
he will not contend forever ; that he is with- 
out variableness, or of turning, and that 
his tender mercies endure quer all forever, in- 
stead of being in a state of mental derangement 
4 or 5 months previous to the fatal night, from 
a belief that she had quenched the spirit, tram- 
pled under foot the Son of God, and_commit- 
ted an unpardonable sin, she might have been 
a cheerful, devoted, and exemplary christian, 
an ornament to religion, the joy of her friends 
and the comfort and support of their declining 
years. But the doctrine of predestinated dam- 
nation having assailed her gentle soul with all 
its blighting fury, she withered away like a del- 
icate flower before the scorching Simoon.— 
Rel. Inq. 


IE. 
of highly cultivated 


ANECDOTES, &c, 
Messrs, Editors,—In the M 

ary 7th, I observed an Anecdote, purporting 
to be the substance of a con ion between 
certain persons in Hardwick, Mass. The an- 
ecdote, in substance was correct, but the con- 
versation was had, not in Hardwick, but in the 
State of New-York, (in Otsego Co. if I mistake 
not.)— Universalist Magazine. 


ine of Janu- 


A conversation on the same subject took 
place in Hardwick, not many years since bé- 
tween a respectable farmer, (I mention his oc- 
pe or as it gives peculiar effect to the -met- 
aphor used,) who was a Universalist, anda 
student in divinity, now a Baptist Preacher in 
Connecticut, It was in substance as follows :— 





Student. The saints in heaven will, doubt- 
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less, forever rejoice at the execution of the 
righteous judgments of God on the finally im- 
penitent. 
_ Farmer. Do you really believe, Sir, that 
the saints will rejoice at the sight of the tor- 
ments of the damned ? 

Stud. Ido. ' 

Far. Do you imagine it will afford the de- 
vii satisfaction to torment the wicked ? 

Stud, Most certainly. 

Far, “Well, it will be very convenient for 
the Almighty to feed his saintsand the devil at 
the same crib, and with the same fodder 

The student muttered something about blas- 
phiemy, and the conversasion closed.—Univer. 
Magazine, eae Lyetvus. 


‘When God the mighty Maker died.,—Warts. 

The following conversation, in effect, also 
took place in Ware, Mass. betwoen a Univer- 
salist and an orthodox Deacon. 

Deacon, Sin, being infinite, required an in- 
finite atonement ; and unless Christ were actu- 
ally God, he could not have made such an.a- 
tonement or sacrifice. 

Universalist. Do you believe that God the 
Spirit, which upholds and governs all. things, 
suffered death ? 

Dea. 1 do. 

Univ. Then it was a fortunate circumstance 
that the devil did not find out when God was 
dead, for if he had, he would have made terri- 
ble work. [The Universalists reasoned with 
the Deacon on his own ground, admitting for 
the sake of the Argument, the personality of 
the devil. ]— Universalist Magazine. 
Lucius, 

Every station has its burthen. Even as cer- 
tain it is, that it has also its peculiar pleasures, 
which becomes the sweeter by its opposite 
grievances, 

Poverty or the want of riches, is generally 
compensated by having more hopes, and fewer 
fears, by a greater share of health, anda more 
exquisite relish of the smallest enjoyments, 
than those who possess them are usually bles- 
sed with. 

Activity animates a wilderness, transforms a 
cell into a world, bestows immortal fame on the 
calm philosopher in his chamber, and on the 
industrious mechanic in his work shop. 

Nothing is more unmannerly than to reflect 
on any man’s profession, sect, or natural infir- 
mity. ‘ He who stirs up against himself anoth- 
er’s self-love, provokes the strongest passion 
of human nature. 

It is related that a pupil of the Deaf and 
Dumb Institution at Paris, being asked, “ What 
is Eternity ?” ra witha force of cone 

. tion rarely equalled, “ It is the lifetime of t 
Almighty.” 

What shall we say ? Is God amalignant and 

eruel being ?—Does he delight in the destruc- 





tion and misery of his creatures? No. It can. 
not be, He is good, he is infinitely good.— 
Putnam’s Sermons, 


Meditation ang prayer are among the most 
sacred enjoyments in the life of a Christian ;— 
they constitute the food which nourishes his 
soul, and form the link which unites him to his 
Creator, 
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RETROSPECTION. 
Is there a heart which delights not (o cling, 
To the objects it lov’d in its youth’s early spring? 
The glen or the mountain, the lake or the stream, 
Remember’d like plantoms that flit thro’a dream. ¢ 


Thougi: friends have been false, or though hope had 
betray’d, 
our life led us on through affection and 


Though the visions of childhood have lost all their 


charm, 
’ Though the mind be less buoyant, the bosom less 
warm ;— 
Yet still tis a joy—a joy hallow’d by tears— 
To look back through the vista of life’s banish’ 
years, 
To recall once again those far happier hours, 
When our sky was all sunshine, our earth was all 
flow’rs ; 
And he. love to connect with those days of bright 
ue, 
The scenes where we revell’d the friends whom we 
knew ; 
We love to believe that there still is a spot 
Where old ties and old pleasure have not been for- 
got. 
Our heart wings its flight over mountains and seas, 
To the village and streamlet, and clump of green 
trees 
Where with life in its morn, and with health in its 
prime, 
We fasten’d new wings on the light foot of time. 
Ah! — we but near them—those scenes lov’d se 
well, 
What a change would we find; whata tale would 
they tell! 
The tempest of grief, and the calm of despair, 
And the dark gloomy silence of death had been 
re. 
Aa have been broken that dreamt not of 
ile ; 
eyes have grown dim, and fair lips lost their 


Light 
Bri 


smile ; 
And the young and the lovely, on whose sunny brow 
e, 


Shone the garland of myrtle,—ah! where are they 


now? 


They are gone—and you look for their coming in 
vain,— 
To the haunts of lost years they return not again ; 
On the ocean of life they are tost to aad fro, 
With adark sky above them, and wild waves he- 
* low. 


Then roam on, thoy wanderer! and only in dream* 
Revisit thy motatains and lov’d native streains ;- 
Then fondly your eye on the vision may dwell, 
Ere the gloom of reality ruin the spell! 





